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What are some ways in which 
you have the ability to 
participate in government?



What do these tell us?



I. Voting Rights and Models of Voting 
Behavior
How does the constitution and legislation protect voting rights and how do models relate 

to this behavior?

A. The electorate

1. Expansion: property and religion

2. Suffrage amendments: 15th 19th Structural barriers to voting= literacy tests, poll tax, grandfather 

clause, white primary

• Senators

• women

3. Continued re-definition

• Civil rights act 1957, 1964, voting rights act, 

• 24th amendment= eliminated poll tax

• 23rd amendment= District of Columbia

• 26th amendment= 18 year olds can vote







I. Voting Rights and Models of Voting 
Behavior
B. Voting models

• Rational choice

• Retrospective

• Prospective

• Party-line

• Other factors



How many of you are registered to 
vote? What do you need to do to 
become registered?



II. Voter Turnout

What roles do individual choice and state laws play in voter turnout?

A. Influences on turnout

• State and local administration of elections

- Voter registration, wards, precincts, polling places

• Government policies and participation

- National voter registration act

- Motor law

• 2000 election- Help America vote act

• Voter registration-

• Types of ballots: election day ballots/ Australian ballot, provisional ballots, absentee ballots

• Online voting?

• Voter ID laws and long lines







II. Voter Turnout

B. Voting V. Nonvoting

* type of election: primary, mid-term, presidential

* political efficacy/ voter apathy

C. Factors influencing voter choice: voting blocks

• Gender: gender gap

• Age

• Race/ ethnicity: African American, Hispanic, Asian American

• Religious affiliation: evangelicals, Catholics, Jews

• Business, Labor, and Unions






